Christological Truths: 
1) Through the Divine Logos, the Cosmic Christ, ALL that is 
comes into being. John 1:1-3 
2) Through the Incarnation Jesus Christ is joined to ALL of 
creation. "For the Word spread himself everywhere, above and 
below and in the depth and in the breadth, in the world" - St. 
Athanasius; The ousia (true being) assumed in the Incarnation 
is not specifically human, just as it is not specfically 
masculine or solely Jewish. It is also creaturely. An ancient 
patristic principle holds that what is not assumed in the 
Incarnation is not healed in the Redemtion, and that that which 
is assumed is healed. Therefore I believe that the School of 
Alexandria's Word-flesh (Logos-sarx) metaphor is more appropriate 
than the School of Antioch's Word-man (Logos-anthropos) metaphor. 
3) The Cosmic Christ/Logos is the reconciler of ALL that is’ 
Ephesians 1:9-10; Colossians 1:19-20 
4) Christ's new covenant is ALL-embracing and ALL-inclusive, 
extending to all creation. Being the perfect covenant it must 
be, as earlier covenants of God, such as the Noahic one, extended 
to all living'cfeatures and the earth itself. 
:5) Christ is our moral exemplar. "[I]f the omnipotence and power 
of God is properly expressed in katabasis, humility and self- 
t sacrifice, why should this model not properly extend to our 
~ relations with creation as a whole and animals in particular?" 
"The pattern of obligation disclosed by Christ makes no appeal 
to equality. The obligation is always and everywhere on the 
"‘higher' to sacrifice for the 'lower'; for the strong, powerful, 
and rich to give to those who are vulnerable, poor or powerless." 
"Tt is humans who are capable, indeed I would say commissioned, 
to liberate God's creation." "The unigness of humanity consists 
in its ability to become the servant species, to exercise its 
full humanity as co-participants and co-workers with God in 
the redemption of the world." "If we follow Jesus we are set 
upon a course of trans-natural transformation whereby the sick 
do not suffer and die but are healed and restored; the poor 
are not downtrodden but become the first among equals; and even 
the winds which blow us to the four corners are gathered 
together. The so-called 'nature-miracles' of Jesus are signs 
among many that in Jesus is a birth of new possibilities for 
all creation." "[W]hat we have in Jesus is a model not of the 
accomodation of nature but rather of the beginning of its 
transformation." "To follow Jesus is to affirm, and seek to 
actualize, the fundamental possibility of world transformation." 
"There can be no liberation theology without the liberation 
of creation itself; no liberating theology without a God 
determined to liberate every being suffering oppression." - 


Rev. Andrew Linzey, Animal Theology 


Thomistic and Aristotilean Fallacies: 

1) Animals are irrational, possessing no mind or reason. 

2) Animals exist to serve human ends by virtue of their 
irrational nature and Divine Providence. 

3) Animals have no moral status in themselves, save in so far 
as human interest in concerned (e.g. as property). 


D. Fines + hkh 


Theocentric View of Creation: 

- Creation exists for God. 

- God is for all of creation. 

- This "for-ness" is a dynamic, inspirational, costly 
all-inclusive and embracing continual affirmation. 

- Humans are commissioned to serve and help liberate creation. 


Anthropocentric View of Creation: 

- Creation exists for humans. 

- God is for humans. 

-' This "for-ness" is primarily restricted to humans alone. 
- Humans are to dominate and subdue creation. 


Sacred Creator Theology: 

- The created order is good, but fallen, unfinished, and in 
need of God the Redeemer. 

- The created order does not explain itself. Explanation is 
transcendent. 

- Divine will cannot be unambiguously discerned from the created 
order as it is. 

- A Transcendent Moral Imperative is necessary. 


Sacred Creation Theology: 

- The created order is all good as it is. 

- The created order explains itself. 

- Divine will can be unambiguously discerned from the created 


order. 
- There is no need for a Transcendent Moral Imperative. 


Fallen Creation is violent, predatory, parasitical, morally 
neutral, and indifferent to the individual. But God is 

compassionate, merciful, nurturing, taking sides against all 
oppression, loving towards and suffering with each and every 
individual. We are called to image God, not fallen creation. 


Resolutions to the Dilema of Predatory/Parasitical Existence: 
1) God ordains the present predatory/parasitical order in 
creation. Image of God: unjust, unloving, unmerciful 

2) God is not the sovereign creator of all that is. Image of 
God: Gnostic view of a good god ruling outside creation and 
an evil god ruling within creation. 

3) The created order is the work of one just, holy and loving 
God, but as a creation it is less than divine, incomplete, 
imperfect, and unfinished. Therefore the state of the created 
order can in no way be an unambiguous referent to what God plans 
and wills for creation. Image of God: The Great Liberator 


A Continuum of Awareness: 

Divine Persons (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) 

Angelic persons (9 hierarchies of angels and fallen angels) 
Embodied persons with higher awareness than humans (ETs?) 
Human persons E 
Embodied persons with lower awareness than humans 

Sentient beings 

Non-sentient beings 

Inanimate matter 


person = a self conscious being 
sentient being = one which can feel pleasure and pain 


All references to the human person in Catholic Social Teaching 
must be expanded to include at least all types of persons and 
preferably all sentient beings. All references to human life 
must be expanded to include all forms of life. We currently 
operate from the species criterion of moral personhood which 
holds that all and only members of the biological species Homo 
Sapiens are moral persons. We must shift to the modified species 
criterion which affirms that all and only members of species 
generally characterized by self-consciousness, whether the 
species is Homo Sapiens or another, and whether or not the 
particular individual in question happens to possess 
self-consciousness, are moral persons. 


Albert Schweitzer's Reverence for Life Principle: 


"true philosophy must start from the most immediate and 
comprehensive fact of consciousness, which says, ‘tT am life 
which wills to live, in the midst of life which wills to live.'" 
“Ethics consists in my experiencing the compusion to show all 
will-to-live the same reverence as I do to my own. There we 
have given us that basic principle of the moral which is a 
necessity of thought. It is good to maintain and encourage life; 
it is bad to destroy life or to obstruct it." "Whenever I injure 
life of any sort, I must be quite clear whether it is necessary. 
Beyond the unavoidable I must never go, not even with what seems 
insignificant.” 


3 Characteristics of this Principle: 

1) It is comprehensive. Reverence is the sole principle of the 
moral. Love and compassion are subsumed under reverence. 
Reverence requires a holistic response of the indiviual including 
attitude, disposition, motive and action. 

2) It is universal. It applies to all life forms. 

3) It is limitless. "Ethics are responsibility without limit 

to’ all that lives." 


"The surmisings and the longings of all deep religiousness is 
contained in the ethic of reverence for life." 


Who Is My Neighbor? 
A New Parable Based On Luke 10:25-37 i f % 
by Ernest Wachter 


And Behold, a certain expert in the law stood up to test ; 
Jesus, saying: "Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 
The Master then asked of him: "What has been written in the 
law? How readest thou?" 
And he answering said: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, with all thy soul, with all thy strength, t 
and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thy self." 
And Jesus said to him: "Rightly thou didst answer; do this 
and thou shalt live." 
But wishing to justify himself he said to Jesus: "And who 
is my neighbor?" 
Taking him up Jesus said: "Three men were traveling on the 
road to Rome, each in a separate traveling party. The first 
man was the Bishop of Rome. Praying as he went, he was soon 
distracted by the calls of a wild rooster, which were heard 
from far off and steadily grew louder and more continuous. 
When the pontiff finally spotted the bird he had his attendants 
_ kill the creature. Later, upon returning to the Vatican, he 

had all the wild birds there silenced in the same manner. This 
he did that he might be able to pray without the perceived 
distraction of their song. 

Now the second man in the second traveling party was the 
Church's leading Doctor of theology, and he too came upon a 
rooster in his journey. Hearing its cali and seeing its form, 
he desired it, wanting to use its flesh to satisfy his sense 
of taste. He instructed his followers to net the roaming creature 
and had it prepared for dinner later that evening. So desirable 
was the taste to him that he found reason to declare that the 
bird's flesh was not a form of meat. Thus he could eat it even 
on days of fasting and abstinence. 

A third man was also traveling on the road to Rome, but unlike 
the other men, was headed away from the eternal city. He and 
his traveling companion were Albigensians, heretics being 
persecuted by the Church. While fleeing capture they were seized 
and tried by their Inquisitors, who, bringing a rooster before 
them, ordered that they slay the bird. As both were bound by 
the law of their faith not to kill, they refused, even though 
they knew it would mean their lives. With this proof of guilt 
the Inquisitors executed this third man as well as his companion. 

Now who of these three persons seems to you to have become 
neighbor to the bird each of them encountered?" 

And the lawyer said: "None, for rational man cannot be a 
neighbor to any irrational beast, save only to another man." 

Jesus said to him: "No. Verily I say to you, that the one 
acting with mercy towards the bird was surely neighbor to that 
creature. Go and do thou likewise." 


Historical Note: One Roman Pontiff actually did have the birds 
on Vatican grounds slain because their singing disturbed his 
prayer life; St. Thomas Aquinas really did decalre that chicken 
was not a form of meat; and Albegensians were executed by Roman 
Church authorites for refusing to kill a chicken. 


AGE OF TAURUS THE BULL 


(circa 4105 - 1945 BC) 


when our ancestors willed ` 


when their bodies laboured on and with the earth 

when Venus exalted the moon 

when the sacred bull carried the sun across the heavens 
an age of raw procreative force 


in Egypt the High Priest ordained the bull sacred 
then, long ago 


the cult of Mithras celebrated the mysteries of the slaying 
of the bull long after this astrological age had passed 


AGE OF ARIES THE RAM 


early in this age Abram and Sarai had the letter he, 
corrolated with this sign, added to their names by God, 
becoming Abraham and Sarah 


Abraham bound his son Isaac, but sacrificed a ram 


Jews and Christians rejected the old bull image as the sacred 
icon/animal and replaced it with the sacrificial lamb 


the Lamb of God became and remains sacred 


AGE OF PISCES THE FISH 
(circa 215 - 2375 AD) 


with this age about to dawn Jesus Christ multiplied 2 fishes 
He is the fish (Greek: IXOYE), embodiment of a new age 


IXOYE is an acrostic: I ~ Jesus 
X - Christ 
O - of God 
Y ~ Son 

E 


- Saviour 


AGE OF AQUARIUS THE WATERBEARER 
(circa 2376 - 4536 AD) 


this will. be an age of knowing, an age of the air, and mind 


when the Son of Man bringing the waters of life 
will be the sacred image 


when Saturn will rule and intelligence shall exalt Mercury 


when our consciousness will turn east to a star 
and our conscience may be angelicly transformed 


when we will need daring 


